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EUROPE FROM 911  TO  1198

The

murder of
Andronicus

Isaac

Angelus

Bmperor

Attalia in the south-east, and Bela III of Hungary, to whom
Mary of Antioch had appealed for help, was invading the
Empire from the north-west. William took time over his
preparations, and it was 'not until 1185 that the Normans
started. Crossing to the coast of Greece they captured
Durazzo and then marched overland to Thessalonica, which
was also captured ; from there a concerted advance was made
by land and sea against Constantinople. Andronicus was
supine in face of the danger to the capital, but it gave him
the excuse for further executions of nobles said to be in league
with the Normans. Defeat and disgrace brought the inevit-
able reaction against the tyrant. The people turned against
him, the army deserted him, and in a sudden revolt he was
seized and brutally tortured to death. With him the line of
the Comneni came to an end. Isaac Angelus, a personage of
little note whose release from arrest had been the immediate
cause of the popular revolt, was acclaimed as the inspirer of
the overthrow of the tyrant and raised to the imperial throne.
It was an unlucky chance that brought Isaac Angelus
into prominence. lie was quite incompetent as a ruler, and
it needed a man of exceptional ability to cope with the
internal anarchy and the external dangers. Yet he was able
to deal with the immediate crisis. The Byzantine army,
taking the Normans by sxirprise under cover of negotiations,
routed them and drove them back in headlong flight to
Thessalonica, where they hastily re-embarked for Sicily;
the Norman and Venetian fleets, finding themselves unsup-
ported, also abandoned the siege of Constantinople; and
William II, after an unsuccessful expedition against Cyprus
which had proclaimed its independence under a certain Isaac
Comnenus, abandoned his attempt against the Eastern
Empire. Venice, for its part, was appeased by a restoration
of its privileges at Constantinople. But Isaac was quite
unable to cope with the anarchy which still prevailed in the
government, and then came a new moment of peril with the
launching of the Third Crusade.

Durmg these years the kingdom of Jerusalem was experi-
enciug sinrilar scenes of anarchy and civil discord, as it also
declined to its fall* Already in the reign of Amaury I (1168-
74.) it bad become evident that the kingdom, left to itself,